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Note
On Recent Situations regarding Japanese Search Engines

TANOMURA Tadaharu (Osaka University)

Keywords: search engine, number of hits, temporal fluctuation,
order of search results, Google, Yahoo!JAPAN

Abstract:

In my two previous reports based upon a survey and analysis of search results of
Google and Yahoo!JAPAN, I demonstrated that the latter search engine is more
suitable for the purpose of searching for Japanese phrases and getting a grasp of their
relative use frequency by way of seeing the displayed numbers of hits.

However, the relative estimation of the two search engines lost its validity due to
the fact that Yahoo!JAPAN employed Google's search engine in November 2010.
Yahoo!JAPAN now returns virtually the same search results as Google does, which
implies that Yahoo!JAPAN lost the superiority it used to have over Google.
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